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Drugs and Alcohol/Tobacco
STATEMENT OF POLICY

It is the intent of the Board of Education to operate schools that are free of drug abuse.  The Board will hold students accountable to abide by the rules and regulations of this policy and will discipline violators accordingly.

Through the use of a revised curriculum, classroom activities, community support and resources, a strong and consistent administrative and faculty effort, and rehabilitative and disciplinary procedures, the administration and staff of the Rocky Hill School System, in cooperation with the students' parents/guardians, will work to educate, prevent, and intervene in the abuse of all drug, alcohol, and mood-altering substances by the entire student population in accordance with state law.

As an extension of this policy, the rules, regulations, and guidelines shall be used by all school district personnel when responding to drug, mood-altering substance, and alcohol-related situations.

The Board of Education, complying with all state statutes on illicit use of controlled drugs and establishment of an educational program to inform students about drugs and their potential dangers, directs its administration as follows:

  *
The principal of each school is responsible for establishing, publishing, and enforcing all regulations and correct observance of statutes.

  *
All desks and lockers are school property.  As such, they are subject to search by the principal when there is reasonable suspicion according to law.  When drugs are suspected, police, upon contact by the school, may conduct searches, in keeping with accepted police procedure, in the presence of the principal.  The vehicles of students that are on school grounds may likewise be searched.

  *
Study of drugs and alcohol shall be incorporated into the school curriculum, K-12, as required by Sec. 10-19 of Connecticut General Statutes.

  *
Professional school personnel as specified in Sec. 10-220a of the Connecticut General Statutes shall be provided with information on the nature and relationship of drugs (as defined in subdivision [17] of section 19-443) and alcohol to health and development of personality, including procedures for discouraging their abuse.

  *
Prescription medications are to be construed as exceptions to this policy when used by the individual for whom they are prescribed in the manner and amount prescribed.

  *
The parent(s)/guardian(s) of any student who is required to take medication (prescribed by a physician) during the school day shall inform the school nurse or the person designated to act in the absence of a nurse.  Such medication will then be administered in accordance with district policy.
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Drugs and Alcohol/Tobacco

RULES AND REGULATIONS
A student who, on school grounds, during school session, on school transportation, or at a school-sponsored activity, gives, provides or attempts to sell, or sells, narcotics, restricted drugs, mood-altering substances, or any substance purported to be a restricted substance, shall be immediately suspended and recommended to the Rocky Hill Board of Education for expulsion.

A student who, on school grounds, during school session, on school transportation, or at a school-sponsored activity is under the influence of alcohol, drugs or mood-altering substances or possesses, uses alcohol, narcotics, restricted drugs, mood-altering substances, or any substance purported to be a restricted substance, shall be subjected to disciplinary action which can include immediate expulsion.  See and read the paragraphs entitled "Expulsion".

Discipline Levels (applicable only to those in possession or under the influence)

c. Students who violate this policy will be ordinarily disciplined as follows:


1.
First Violation
d. 

The student will receive a suspension of ten (10) days.  The police will be notified in the case of possession or sale.  The student will be referred to the Student Assistance Team.
e. 

As a result of the first violation, the student must:



a.
Seek and complete an assessment by the school-approved physician and a designated agency licensed to evaluate drug, including alcohol, problems;



b.
Demonstrate compliance with the treatment program as recommended after the assessment;

f. Present written evidence to the principal of having successfully completed the treatment program.

NOTE:  Regulations pertaining to the possession and use of drugs and/or alcohol by student athletes are published by the school and distributed to all team members.  Violation of these regulations will result in discipline of the student including, but not limited to, removal from the team.

2.
Second Violation


The student will be suspended and recommended to the Board of Education for expulsion from the Rocky Hill School System.  The police will be notified in case of possession or sale.

Expulsion

Notwithstanding the general procedures for disciplinary action as described above, expulsion from school pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes Sec. 10-233d (a)-(e) may occur upon the first or second violation of this policy if there are compelling reasons for such action based upon the circumstances surrounding the violation, the student's past disciplinary record, or the failure to conform to requirements as set forth under the Rules and Regulations.

Pupils under the age of 16 (except for those who require special education) who are expelled will be offered alternative education in accordance with section 10-233d of the statutes.  Pupils between the ages of sixteen and eighteen (except for those who require special education) will be offered an alternative educational opportunity if they comply with conditions established by the Board of Education in accordance with the cited statute.

Pupils who require special education shall be referred to the Planning and Placement Team.

Should expulsion of a student aged sixteen to eighteen years occur as the result of the sale or distribution of a controlled substance on school property, in a school vehicle, or at a school sponsored affair, students shall be referred to a state or local agency for rehabilitation, intervention, job training, or any combination thereof.  The Commissioner of Education shall be informed of the board's action within thirty days of the expulsion.

The Board of Education is not required to offer an alternative educational opportunity to pupils aged sixteen to eighteen years who are expelled as the result of the sale or distribution of a controlled substance on school property, in a school vehicle, or at a school sponsored affair.

Re-admission Following Expulsion
A student who is readmitted following expulsion must present evidence that he/she has successfully completed a program that includes treatment and counseling.  A behavioral contract between the student, school administration, and a representative of the counseling group must be completed upon re-admission.

Subsequent offenses will result in immediate expulsion.

The re-admission process will be initiated administratively by the building principal through the superintendent to the Board.

Student Enrollment in Non-Public or Public Education During the Period of Rules Enforcement

Any student who elects to enroll in any non-public or public education during the period of time affected by these rules and then chooses to re-enroll in the Rocky Hill School system, may be enrolled only under the conditions specified by the Board of Education after consideration of recommendations by the school principal and the superintendent of schools.
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