Transportation

General. The Board of Education shall provide for the public schools an appropriate transportation system,
within guidelines set forth in this policy, which will enable all qualified children of school age to be
transported to schools as required. School bus transportation is for pupils only. It is the Board's firm belief
that parents/guardians are responsible for insuring proper supervision of their children as they walk to and
from bus stops and while waiting for the bus at such stops. Such supervision extends to daycare operators
and other non-parental guardians providing oversight to children. This belief also includes, but is not
limited to, cases where supervision may be necessary to gain access to a sidewalk located on the opposite
side of the street as a child walks to school or a bus stop. The superintendent of schools shall be
responsible for the school transportation system and shall develop and administer it to:

a) Provide safe transportation

b) Supplement and reinforce desirable student behavior patterns.

c) Assist handicapped students appropriately.

d) Enrich the instructional program through carefully planned field trips recommended by the staff.

The transportation system shall be planned and operated in cornpliahce with the General Statutes of the
State of Connecticut and all regulations of the State Department of Education and the State Department of

Motor Vehicles regarding the operatmn of school buses and motor vehicles.

Transportation by private carrier or through district owned buses shall be provided at the discretion of the
Board of Education. Parents may be reimbursed for transportation of eligible students whenever such

practice is more economical or convenient.

Duties of the Superintendent. It shall be the responsibility of the superintendent of schools or designee to
manage and supervise the school transportation service and, in connection therewith, to do the following:

a) Determine eligibility for school transportation in accordance with these guidelines and Section 10-186
of the General Statutes.

b) Establish school transportation routes and designate locations for pick-up points (bus stops). The
superintendent shall direct the establishment of bus routes to provide safe routes as economically as
possible. Routes shall equalize, as nearly as possible, the length of routes and bus loads as close to bus
capacity as possible and shall provide student transportation to and from schools within prescribed time
limits. Regular bus routes shall begin no earlier than one hour before school opens and students shall
not be in transit from school more than one hour.

c) Develop, circulate and enforce codes of behavior for those children who are transported to and from

school via school bus.

d) Develop procedures for responding to requests pertaining to matters of school transportation or other

school accommodations.
e) Give due consideration to requests for extension of school transportation service.

f)  Perform all other duties and responsibilities related to the furnishing of school accommodations by
school transportation or otherwise in a manner consistent with Section 10-186 of the Connecticut

General Statutes or these guidelines,



road nearest the pupil's residence to a point at the entrance of the school where such entrance
meets a public road or highway, or a safe entrance to the school grounds located within one
hundred feet of the school building entrance or the bus pick-up area, or the route from the point
on the public thoroughfare nearest the residence to the school bus stop or vehicle embarkation
point established by the Board of Education or school administration.

Hazardous Conditions

The maximum walking distances from home to school or to a prescribed point of embarkation are
the following: (1) kindergarten, one half (1/2) mile; (2) elementary schools, one (1) mile; (3)
middle school, one and one-half (1-1/2) miles; (4) high school, two (2) miles. Any walking route
to either the bus stop or the school, which is in excess of the above distances, shall be hazardous.

A street or road having an adjacent or parallel sidewalk or authorized walk area shall be deemed
hazardous when any one of the following conditions exists:

For pupils under age ten, or enrolled in grades K through 3, absence of pedestrian
crossing light, stop sign or crossing guard where three or more streets intersect, and at
designated crosswalks where there are no stop signs or crossing guards and the traffic count
during the time that pupils are walking to or from school exceeds sixty vehicles per hour;

1)

For pupils over age ten, or enrolled in grades 4 through 12, the absence of a traffic light

2)
or stop signs or crossing guard where three or more streets intersect and have a traffic count
which exceeds ninety vehicles per hour during the time that pupils are walking to or from
school;

3)  For all pupils, any street, road or highway with speed limits in excess of forty miles per

hour which do not have pedestrian crossing lights or crossing guards or other safety
provisions at points where pupils must cross when going to or from school or the bus stop;

and

4) ~ For all pupils, the usual or frequent presence of any nuisance such as open man-holes,
construction, loading zones where delivery trucks are permitted to park on walkways,
commercial entrances and exits with no stop sign or stop light where cars are crossing
walking areas at speeds in excess of five miles per hour, and the like, including such

nuisance which is hazardous or attractive to children.

Any street, road or highway which has no sidewalks or authorized walk areas shall be deemed
hazardous if any one of the following conditions exist:

For pupils under age ten or enrolled in grades K through 3, any street, road, or highway
possessing a traffic count of sixty or more vehicles per hour at the time that pupils are

walking to or from school;

1)

2)  For all pupils, the presence of man-made hazards including attractive nuisances, as stated in

number 4 above;

3)  For all pupils, any roadway available to vehicles that does not have a minimum width of
twenty two feet;

4)  For all pupils, any roadway available to vehicles when plowed free of snow accurnulations,
does not have a minimum width of rwenty feet;

5)  For pupils under age ten, or enrolled in grades K through 3, any street, road or highway
possessing a speed limit in excess of thirty miles per hour; and






