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NEWS you need to know

PBIS counts!

West Hill fever rose on the “Yesometer” in
September as students reached their goal of 2,000
tickets earned by mid-month! So an extra recess
was the early reward. Then the final count on the
last day tallied 3,237 tickets earned for good
behavior. Mrs. Bennett had to think of a big
reward and it would be “Pajama Day!!"” Pictures of
the event are on our PBIS board in the hallway.
Both staff and students enjoyed it! October
challenge of 2,500 tickets earned will be “Crazy
Hair Day!” and we already feel the temperature
rising!!!

October Parent Corner

[ enjoyed meeting many of you at Open House last
month; it was so nice to see so many of you there!
My first parent program took place on October 5th
and was about “Time Management.” The program
focused on tips for parents to help their children
learn to manage their time and prioritize. I hope
that those who attended found it helpful!

QOur next parent program will take place on the
evening of November 2nd and will discuss “How to
be an Effective Communicator with our Children.”
Flyers will be sent out for that program in late
October, so keep your eyes open.

I hope you all enjoy the beautiful foliage and cooler
temperatures that October will bring!

Merle Cohen

Reading Corner

We can't do it alone. Parents and teachers have to
work together to educate our children. It starts with
talking, simply talking to your child. Talk about the
mysteries in their world-sunsets, butterflies and ocean
waves. Explain the horizon, the summer solstice, the
phases of the moon. Talk about words — words that
are new, words that are cool, words that have two
meanings. Clear up confusions. The sun that shines
in Florida is the same sun shining down on us in
Connecticut. Teaching begins at home. Show by your
example that you are an avid learner who enjoys new
ideas. Entice them to read so they will want to join
your privileged world. And surround them with books.
We'll take it from there!

Sharon Truex

“.a minute spent reading to your kids now will repay
itself a million-fold later, not only because they love
you for reading to them, but also because, years later,
when they're miles away, those quiet evenings, when
you were tucked in with them, everything quiet but the
sound of the page-turns, will seem to you, I promise,
sacred.”

George Saunders
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Our newsletter is now online at
www.rockyhillps.com.
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West Hill School Newsletter

from the PRINCIPAL
Dear Parent{s)/Guardian(s) of West Hill School Students:

I want to thank all of the parents who joined us at the Open
House. Our goal for the Open House was to provide you a
sense of our strong commitment to a rigorous curriculum
while developing an appreciation for the arts and
sportsmanship. The talents of the West Hill staff will
provide your child with a well-rounded education.

I hope your child has shared with you our new PBIS model in
which the students are working together as a whole school to
collect tickets and earn rewards. Our YESsembly was a
great prep rally to bond the students and celebrate the West
Hill Spirit! Thus far the students have earned an extra
recess, pajama day and are well on their way to crazy hair
day. Students earn tickets by helping out other students,
showing acts of kindness and as the students know
“Respecting Yourself, Respecting Everyone, and Respecting
School.” To date the students have earned over 3,500 tickets.
I am AMAZED!

We have some fun activities during the month of October.
Thursday, October 27th from 6:00-8:00 PM, students and
families are invited to Spirit Night. This evening promises to
be a lot of fun. During the morning and afternoon of
October 31st, West Hill will be hosting its first Vocabulary
Day Parade. Students will be designing their own
“costumes” around a grade level vocabulary word. Parents
are invited to see the parade. Information regarding the
parade, costumes and activities will be in the Thursday
folder dated October 13th. This event is replacing the
costume parade of the past and therefore Halloween
costumes should NOT be brought into school.

The West Hill Website now contains information from
Thursday folders, Newsletters, PTO information as well as
other useful links. Please use the site to gain information,
plan ahead and communicate with the school. We are
moving towards a paperless environment.

I continue to be impressed by your children. The children are
exhibiting positive learning habits and have become

students. Please praise your children for their efforts and a
fantastic start to our 2011-2012 school adventure.

Respectfully,

gpulennett

ennett
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mark your CALENDARS

20 Board of Education Meeting ~ Town Hall
- 7:00 PM

21  Progress Reports
27  Spirit Night — 6:00-8:00 PM

28  Early Dismissal — 12:30 PM -
Professional Development for Teachers

31 Vocabulary Day Parade - KAM-Gr. 2 =
8:30-9:00 AM; Gr. 3-5=9:30-10:00;

KPM=2:15-2:30
8 No School for Students - Professional
Development for Teachers
11  Holiday — No School
15 PTO Meeting — 7:00 PM
16  Picture Retake
16 ESOL Family Night - 7:00-8:00PM
17 Board of Education Meeting —
Town Hall -7:00 PM
18  Grades Close- 1 marking period
18 Harvest Ball — 6:00-8:30 PM
23 Early Dismissal Day — 12:30 PM
24-25Holiday Recess — No School
29-30 Book Fair — 8:00 AM-3:30 PM
1 Book Fair- 8:00-3:30, 6:00-8:00 PM
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West Hill Community Happenings

Calendars
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CURRICULUM counts!

Grade 4

Fourth grade science classes are creating and observing the effects of water on land using their stream table in the
Land and Water unit. Students work in cooperative groups sharing responsibilities while employing the scientific
method to conduct experiments.

In reading, the big idea is “Take a Stand”! Students will delve into reading with a focus on author’s purpose, making
inferences, fact and opinion, and problem/sclution while they answer the following question: How can taking a stand
change the way we see the world?

In math, classes will focus on strengthening their understanding of the number system and begin exploration of
multiplication and division through arrays. Be sure to practice the multiplication facts!

On November 4th, our fourth graders will be visiting Old Sturbridge Village and become part of history as they
journey back to rural New England. Observing early colonial life will enhance their study of the New England region.
Our current topic in social studies is the United States, its land formations and its people. Students will discover that
even though the United States is culturally diverse we all respect the ideas on which our country is based and respect
the same laws.

Grade 5

Fifth grade students are reading, reading, reading. We are reading the Treasure's program and each class has begun
or will begin book clubs. Students are using their Reader's Notebooks to record books they have read, books they
want to read, new vocabulary words, and responses to questions about their independent reading. Students are also
bringing their personal narratives to final copy as part of our writing program.

In math, fifth graders have been reading, writing, ordering, rounding, and multiplying big numbers and will begin a
unit on fractions and ratios. Each class has learned about the US Constitution and has either begun a unit on light,
sound, the senses, the stages of the moon or ancient cultures of the Americas. The fifth graders will begin their
second rotation the week of October 10 in the sciencefsocial studies program.

Specials (Music)

In General Music Classes Grades 1-5 prepared a song, “School is Back in Session.” They sang and moved with such
great spirit at our PBIS Rally. First graders are experiencing formal music instruction for the first time. They are
exploring different ways of using their voices and moving to the steady beat. Second graders are learning about
rhythm patterns in 2/4 time and discovering those patterns in their songs. Third graders are preparing skills needed
to play the Baroque recorder this year. Fourth graders are writing words to correlate with rhythm patterns in 6/8
time. Fifth graders are learning how to read and sing from a musical score.

This is an exciting year for Fifth Grade Rising Stars Chorus. Eighty-seven enthusiastic boys and girls signed up,

breaking the record with 35 boys and 52 girls. Mark your calendars for their winter concert on January 18, 2012 and
spring concert on May 31, 2012,
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CURRICULUM counts!

Kindergarten

In October, kindergarteners are learning about autumn. We are learning about the weather as each season changes.
Apples and pumpkins are part of this season. We have read about Johnny Appleseed and Christopher Columbus.
There are also great fiction and nonfiction books about pumpkins. Fire safety lessons will be coming soon. We will
meet firefighters and see all of the equipment that keeps us safe.

Grade 1
The first graders are doing a wonderful job adjusting to the full day routine!

In Language Arts, we have been reading about different themes. These have included “We Are Special”, “Ready, Set,
Move!”, “Growing Up”, “Pets”, and “Teamwork”. Weekly themes extend from the stories we are reading to writing,
science and social studies.

In Science we have been working on the Scientific Method and the temperature. Students are collecting data each day
throughout the month in order to graph the daily temperature of the air and water outside. We will analyze our
results at the end of the month.

In math, we have covered several topics so far, including number sense, shapes, and addition. At home, students can
practice writing tally marks and solving addition problems up to 10.

Grade 2

Second graders have done experiments using the scientific method. Miss Flynn did a model lesson using celery and
food coloring to explain Capillary Action. Through careful observation and various investigations, students make
predictions and watch to see how the results compare to their hypothesis.

This month the children will be reading stories about relationships in the Treasures reading anthology. We are very
happy to be reading such interesting and motivating literature, informational articles, and poetry! Writing personat
narratives is a recurrent theme in second grade.

In math, students are currently graphing, sorting, counting and estimating buttons. In the next unit, they’ll be
measuring their heights and arm lengths with colored links as a non-standard form of measurement. This data will be
compiled and organized into a graph. Then students will be making predictions based upon this data. In this way, we

are connecting mathematics and science to the real world.

Grade 3

The third graders are off to a busy start for the 2011-2012 school year! We are beginning our second unit of Treasures
which includes main selections such as The Strongest One, which is a traditional Zuni play. Students will also read
nonfiction selections including What's in Store for the Future? and The Planets in Our Solar System. During writing
time in October, students will begin examining the characteristics of persuasive writing and will write their own

persuasive piece,

In math, third graders will begin exploring multiplication. Our focus at this early stage is to develop a conceptual
understanding of multiplication concepts and their use in solving problems. Students will begin learning strategies to
solve multiplication problems and remembering how to solve basic multiplication facts.
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gj From our PTO President

Dear Students, Families and Staff,

I cannot believe it is already October. Time has just flown by. It was wonderful to meet all of you at Open House and our
PTO family grew to include 200 families with this year’s registration. Time is running out to have your child’s information
posted in this year’s directory. We will need to have a completed version to the printers no later than October 15th in order
to have them ready for use by November 1st. If you have not provided your information but want to be included please
reach out to Lori Moleiro at lorim@cox.net. You do not need to be a member of PTO to be included in the directory.

The Jeannine Fundratser wrapped up at the end of September and the outcome was very positive. Many generous donations
were also collected during the first six weeks of school with our “Opt-Out” option. An enormous thank you to all those
who participated in raising funds for technology and enrichment.

Our first Social of the year will be fast approaching. On Thursday, October 27th, we will all come together at Spirit Night.
This is the night where our competitive side will surface with “Minute To Win It” games and our creative side will be
displayed with our community art project. If you would like to volunteer to help with an activity or booth please reach out
to Ann Polites at annpolites | @hotmail.com or myself at nickiholt3(@att.net .

As a friendly reminder, please visit the newly redesigned West Hill School’s website:

http://web.rockyhillps.com/RHPS/elementary/WHES/index. htm.

As stated at open house, PTO would not be able to accomplish our goals with out the support of volunteers — one hour
really does make a huge contribution. Thank you for supporting PTO.

Nicki Holt
nickiholt3@att.net
860-716-5216

Did you know...PTO was able to fund
three Smart Boards for West Hill at a
cost of $15,000 last year!

What is a SMART board? Combining the simplicity of a

whiteboard with the power of a computer, the SMART Board
interactive whiteboard lets the West Hill teachers deliver dynamic
lessons, create technology-enabled learning, write notes in digital
ink, and save your work — all with the simple touch of a

finger. Today, SMART boards are in all fifth, fourth, and third grade
classrcoms. We need your help to get them in EVERY

CLASSROOM!!
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~ & West Hill PTO Fundraising - Annual Quverview

Many of you will be asked by many organizations to help with fundraising this fall. The West Hill PTO also needs
your help. The economy has impacted fundraising over the last several years, with significant reductions. With that
in mind, we continue to seek innovative ways to raise money. Here's what you can expect this year:

o Gift card Sales (all year): Retailers sell gift cards at a discount, you purchase them at face value, and the PTO raises funds
with the difference. Consider purchasing for your regular shopping. Order forms will be distributed at the start of each
month.

+  Jeannine Catalogue (fall): Thank you for your orders! Mark your calendars for a pick date of Tuesday, October 25th. If there
are any questions please feel free to reach out to Nicki Holt (nickiholt3@att.net ) 860-716-52186.

¢ KIDUCATION Clothing Donations (fall): The PTO receives funds for your gently used clothing.

e Box Tops for Education (all vear): The PTO receives $$ just for clipping “Box Tops” from popular items! 3 campaigns are
planned this year: two classroom competitions with a pizza or ice cream party prize, and one individual contest with a gift
certificate raffle. First contest on October 14th!

e  Spirit Night Raffle (Thurs, 10/27): Fun-filled night with tea cup auction style raffle with a wide range of items for children &
adults.

s  After School Karate: Serves as both an after-school enrichment program, and a fundraiser! Villari's of Newington donates the
full registration fee to the PTO. Several sessions are planned.

e  Book Fair (11/30-12/2). Proceeds from the ‘fall/winter’ Book Fair are shared with the library to purchase books. Timed
perfectly for holiday shopping!

e Election Day Bake Sale (Tues, 11/8). During this long tradition, goods baked by parents are sold to voters.

e Original Works (spring): Parents may purchase their children’s drawings on notecards, t-shirts, bags and many other items.
Timed perfectly for Mother's and Father’s Day gifts!

We want to hear from you! Please send suggestions for additional fundraisers to Nicki Holt at nickiholt3@att.net or 860-716-5216!

-"‘1.\

(Going Green in October... save old crayons for recycling at Spirit Night; they will
be donated to Crayons for Cancer...How about putting your child on the school bus? You will
save gas. You will save time.. Please check out the Thursday folders now on the website and
make sure that the school office has your correct e-mail address. ...Did you notice that the

cafeteria is offering "meat free Mondays" during the month of October? Consuming less meat

!
|
|
|
has a positive impact on the environment. z
|
|

\_ j

(West Hill PTO Mission... >

Enrich the educational experience of our students through:
* Programs:that support curricular.goals

*  Family events and parent education programs
* Raising funds torsupport:PTO programs and school needs )

.
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S\‘@_ Community News

2011-12 PTO Meetings: PTO meetings provide an open
forum for discussion with our new principal, Parent
Education (topics TBA) and opportunities for parents to
guide the direction of PTO programs.

Meetings will take place on Tuesdays at 7:00 pm in
the West Hill Library on the following dates:, Nov
15t Jan 17, Mar 13" and May 15,

Submit Your West Hill Student Directory Listing Now! The
directory will provide class lists, Room Parents, student
addresses, phone #s and parent email addresses.

Your child is listed only if vou submit a listing —
you decide how much information to include, it
could be only a name with the class listing, or more.
There is no fee to be listed, and PTO members will
receive a complimentary copy of the Directory.

Contact: Lori Moliero at lonm@cox.net or 257-8459.
Box Tops...Starts Now!

o Keep clipping! Save your Box Tops
for our first contest due Fri, Oct
Qieucanon] 14th! The classroom with the most
Box Tops will win a pizza party.

Watch for a flyer with contest
details!!

e Track West Hill's Box Top earnings or enter your
name for chances to win thousands of Bonus Box
Tops for our school each month. Or just Earn
eBoxTops™ for our school when you shop online
Please visit: www.boxtopsdeducation.com to sign
up.

West Hill Notes Pads: If you signed up for PTO during

Open House and forgot your note pad (my child was

absent because....., my child will be picked up at.....)

please contact Nicki Holt nickiholt3@att.net or 860-

716-5216 or MaryAnn Oostendorp mboosten@cox.net.

ES

Clothing Donation Fundraiser. Help our PTO generate
funds, save the planet by recycling, make a tax
deductible donation and clean out your closets!

Community Crusade for Children, Inc. is a non-profit,
clothing recycling organization that will return a
portion of sales from donated clothing and shoes to our
PTO, through their Kiducation program!

Donate your gently used clothing and shoes in the
Kiducation donation comtainer located in the plaza

at 154 New Britain Avenue in Rocky Hill (in the
same plaza as Barb’s Pizza). Enter the plaza directly
across from Hayes Road. The Kiducation bin is
adjacent to Sheer 2000,

Tax receipts for donations and a guide to help calculate
the value of your donation are available on the
Kiducation's website at
http:/kiducation.org/index.php/tax-receipts/printable-

tax-receipts

Calling all Families/Businesses for Spirit Night Raffle
Donations!

We will again hold a raffie on Spirit Night to benefit the
PTO, and are seeking items for the raffle. Your
generous donations make this one of our most
successful fundraisers. Suggested donations include
gift certificates, gift items, a donation to a night's
sporting event or play for those with season tickets, or a
weekend getaway at a vacation home...we welcome your
creativity! Contact chairs Dawn Boyle
(dmboylel6@gmail.com) or Andrea Ferrucci

(aschumann2000@vahog.com) with your donations.

N
ook Faix
2 EYOND!
Reading Is Out of This World!

[ SAVETHEDATE |

November 30" to December 2™

West Hill Fall Book Fair Y
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PTO Volunteers and Commitiee Chairs Needed!

The following volunteers and PTO chairs are still open. Please contact Maryann Qostendorp (mboosten@cox.net) with

questions and interest.

Example of Volunteer Responsibilities Day Evening Flexible Time of Year Contact

Spirit Night: Run a ‘station’; sign in, an activity X Prep Thurs, Oct 27 | Ann Polites

for children, ice cream, etc. Prior to event, shop, annpolites1 @hotmail,com

plan events, track registrations. Nicki Holt
nickiholt3 .net

Harvest Ball Volunteers: Please join us at the X X Fri, Nov 18 Lisa Marotta

Harvest Ball to make the night a success for our lisamar sbeglobal.n

girls. Volunteers needed from 3:00 p.m.- 4:30 or 860.712.5946

p.m. for set up/decorating; 5:00 p.m. for dessert Dita Wenceslao

set-up; 5:30 p.m. for coffee set up and sign in; mvw1027@cox.net

and throughout the evening to assist with or 860.604-0041

photography, foed & beverage stations, prizes,

& clean up. We also need a couple of individuals

willing to pick up food from in town providers

and deliver to school prior to the Ball.

Parent Education: Heip bring helpful insight X All Year OPEN

for today’s working parent

Ice Cream Social/Game-Sports Night: Run a X Prep | January/Febr | Julia Eisenhaur

‘station’: sign in, ice cream & drinks, etc. or uary uliaeis@att. net

oversee one of the games. Prior to event, shop, Glen Rowland

plan games, track registrations, etc. qungiQ? @cox.net

After School Activities: Watercolor, Karate, X After School CPEN

Pottery and many more - Seasonal

Whale Family Night: Organize a West Hill X Winter/Early OPEN

Night to see a CT Whale Hockey Game Spring

Book Fairs (Fall and Spring): Support ‘shifts’ X X Nov 30-12/2 | Jen Brownstein

during Book Fair hours (could be day or night}. Spring dates | lenbryem@cox.net

During Fair, check out purchases; help students to be set

with selections/wish lists. Before & after the Nancy Rolfe

Fair, help set up displays or to breakdown. nprolfe@cox.net

Bake Sale: Cover a ‘shift’ to sell baked goods X Tues, Nov 8 Eileen Bozzi

on day of bake sale. eileen bozzi@yahoo.com

Gift Cards: Sell gift cards from Scrip’s booth at X X Varies with Lucyann Capasso

designated school events, event lucyanncapasso@cox.net
Lee-Ann Flynn
Flynnt@rockyhillps.com

Original Works: assist with distribution of art X spring OPEN

orders.
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/HTE?..! We are in need of a A

popcorn machine for Spirit Night on
October 27™. If you are willing to
let us borrow it for the evening,
please contact Nicki Holt at
nickiholt3@att.net or 860-716-5216.

. /

R K XY

COMING
SOON!

I K EICE X

HARVEST BALL {Friday, Nov 18th) Spirit Night (Thursday, Oct 27th): Come celebrate in
Dancing, Appetizers, Desserts & Refreshments the spirit of school community on October 27th
Friday, November 18th 6:00 p.m.— 8:30 p.m. from 6:00-8:00 pm for our first PTO social event of
R.S.V.P. on or before October 14th!! the school year. Join us again this year for a FUN-
Questions? Please contact Dita Wenceslao 860-604- filled evening for teachers, students, and their
0041 or Lisa Marotta 860-257-1896 families. Enjoy a night of music and arts while
sharing in school spirit by showing up in West Hill
Fall Book Fair (Nov 30— Dec 2): Our next book fair will logo-wear. The event will feature a community art

project, games, rock-climbing, face-painting, raffle

. . ;
be just in time for the holidays! e e

Thank you Jim Vicino of Vicino Nursery who donated 8 beautiful
yellow mums to our school!

(1 FLeidide {44/
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UNICEF: More Than 60 Years Strong
Ann Dobmeier

More than just a one-time event, Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF has been embraced by generations of Americans as it
empowers students and adults to take feadership roles in championing the cause of vuinerable children and families around
the world. Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF provides positive proof that you and your children can make a difference in the
world by volunteering to help others — collections have totaled almost $164 million to support UNICEF’s lifesaving
programs.

And it doesn’t take much to save children’s lives. Did you know that:
s 25 cents provides 10 children with safe drinking water for a day!
= 317 dollars keeps a youngster safe from six killer diseases!
® $257 buys a School-in-a-Box so children can learn anywhere!

UNICEEF collection boxes will be distributed to all students at West Hill School the last week in October. Please help us
hielp others by bringing your child’s box with you as you trick-or-treat on Halloween. You can gather your change and
have it on hand when trick-or-treaters come to your home with their collection boxes.

And then, return your UNICEF boxes intact to school on Tuesday, November 1st (or as soon as you can that week). All
coins, bills and checks will then be counted and our West Hill contribution will be sent to UNICEF.

With very little effort on everyone’s part, we could make a world of difference and a difference in the world! Thank you in
advance for your help!

201172012 PTO Board and Chairpersons

PTO Board-2011/2012 | After School Activities(Karate/Watercolor/Pottery): Open
President: Nicki Holt Spirit Night: Nicki Holt & Ann Polites
Vice President: Marissa Violette Harvest Ball: Lisa Marotta & Dita Wenceslac
Secretary: Gina Guerrera Spring Fling: Michele Swanson
Treasurer: Kathy Morgan Ice-cream Social/Sports Night: Julia Eisenhaur & Glen Rowland
Membership: Maryann Oostendorp Field Day T-shirts: Alessandra DiMascio, Gina Guerrera, & Marissa
Enrichment: Jen Montalto Violette
Communication: Eileen Bozzi & Marissa Violette Teachers Appreciation Day (May): Dawn Boyle & Andrea Ferucci
|Services: Teacher Appreciation Luncheon {August): Alicia Castanho
Beautification: Marta Rostowski Fifth Grade Events: Ina Lawrence & Lisa Moratta B

Newsletter: Eileen Bozzi

Student Directory: Lori Moliero

Going Green: Nancy Stockman

Fundraising

Spirit Night Raffle: Dawn Boyle, Andrea Ferrucci, & Lee-Ann Fiynn
Giftcards: Lucyann Capasso & Lee-Ann Flynn
Jeannine Fundraiser: Nicki Holt

Election Day Bake Sale: Eileen Bozzi

Box Top for Education: Jennifer Khanna
Book Fair-Fall: Nancy Rolfe & Karen Backiel
Book Fair-Spring: Jen Brownstein

Original Works: OPEN

Programs and Events:
10 “WHERE CHILDREN COME FIRST”
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
!
2 3—Day 3 4—Day 4 5—Day 5 6—Day 1 7—No School for 8
School Pictures Students—Prof.
Development for
Teachers
9 10—Holiday - I11- Day 2 12—Day 3 13—Day 4 14—Day 5 i5
No School
16 17 - Day I 18—Day 2 19—Day 3 20—Day 4 21—Day 5 22
Board of Education | Progress Reports
Meeting—7:00 PM -
Town Hall
23 24—Day | 25—Day 2 26—Day 3 27—Day 4 28—Day 5 29
Spirit Night - Early Dismissal—
6:00-8:00 PM Prof Develop for
Teachers
30 31—Day I
Vocabulary Day
Parade—
KAM-Gr. 2=

8:30-9:00, Gr. 3-5=
9:30-10:00; KPM=
2:15-2:30
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