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Rocky Hill Public Schools was awarded a free consultation with the Young Audiences of Connecticut to plan arts programming for the future. This opportunity was opened to PTO enrichment coordinators in an effort to collaborate ideas and funds. Marguerite Alpert, district enrichment coordinator

West Hill  
[image: image2.wmf] From Principal Cori DiMaggio: The West Hill School Community donated 146 coats to the Family Life Center in Hartford. This drive was spearheaded by our Student Council. Also, the PTO Enrichment Committee has scheduled the Hartford Symphony Orchestra to bring their Instrument Zoo program to 1st and 2nd grades on January 28th and 29th.
Kindergarten students were treated to presentations on Dental Health by Dr. Lawrence and Dr. Ton, dentists and parents of two West Hill kindergarteners.  Mary Beth Sweeney, Maureen Willsey

Students created a drawing and actual postage stamps and stationary were made from their original pictures. Art Stamps Company selected third grader Erin Kelly to have her artwork displayed on their website. You may see her work at www.myartstamps.com Carol Rotondaro, Art teacher

On January 3rd, West Hill Student Council officers attended an all day leadership development training held at Asnuntuck Community College.  The day was sponsored by CT Association of Schools and hosted by our former principal Lou Pear.  Students were joined by 6 students from Stevens School, as well as many elementary leaders from around the state.
[image: image3.wmf] Student Council members assisted in the luminary fundraising project spearheaded by AJ Bomaci and his mom, Maggie.  Maggie is a physical therapist in the district, and worked closely with Kaitlin Dillon who will undergo a bone marrow transplant.  The fundraiser accrued over $7,000 so far. The town looked beautiful on New Year’s Eve!
 
Steven’s School

Mrs. D'Amico, Mrs. Wilson, and Mrs. Spain's fifth grade classes are involved in the Connecticut Historical Society We're Making Connecticut History program. Each classroom is partnered with an inner city school. Students exchange letters and meet 8 times over the course of the school year. 
Mrs. Spain's social studies classes tried out an Electronic Field Trip with Explore and Soar funds. ‘Jamestown Unearthed’ is sponsored by the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation. Students spoke with an historian and had their questions answered directly. 
Follow-up: Mrs. Spain’s class was awarded the rest of the series for free. (A $500 value) 
GMS

[image: image4.wmf]Eighth grade art students are busy creating models of cars which they designed. Ideas range from hover cars to energy efficient vehicles to beach cars with their own sand and umbrella. Lynne Scullion/Mary Barnett-Frawley
Seventh grade teams are participating in an interdisciplinary unit on PROBLEM SOLVING. They have identified three (areas) 'problems' in Rocky Hill which they will attempt to 'solve.'  These areas are littering, shortage of food in our town food bank and educating others about people with disabilities.  Students will form committees and work together with staff to ameliorate these problems.  Louise Adamow
World Language news: Seventh and eighth grade students are preparing for National Exams in February and April. Jacqueline Tower
Rocky Hill High School
Ten students and their chaperones will be going to New Orleans over February break to work with Habitat for Humanity. They will rebuild homes in the devastated areas of the city affected by Hurricane Katrina. This project was the brainchild of senior Michelle Laing, who went to NOLA last winter to help gut houses and distribute food and clothing.  Mary Laing
[image: image5.wmf]The after-school Biology Club is maintaining a nano-reef aquarium which includes several species of corals, snails, shrimp, starfish, crabs and fish. It is available for all biology and chemistry students to learn from and observe. Linda Ceruzzi

Commended students in the 2008 Merit Scholarship Program are: Zachary Love, Meaghan LeMay and Matthew Hock. A Letter of Commendation from the school and National Merit Scholarship Corporation was presented by Principal Donna Hayward to these academically talented seniors.

From Kim Jenkins and Eileen Schnyder @ the RHHS Art Department: Three high school art students were awarded an "Honorable Mention" for their submissions for their pieces at the Scholastic Art Awards Exhibit at the Silpe Gallery in the Hartford Art School at the University of Hartford. The show runs from January 13th - February 1st. Students recognized were: Leah Scully, ceramic slab pot; Samantha Zadjura, mixed media sculpture; Antonio Fontana, digital imagery
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The Forensic Science Class has completed the processing of this semester's crime scene "A Dramatic Murder" which occurred on the RHHS stage. Evidence was collected; the class analyzed the evidence and solved this mystery. Roberta Olson, Chemistry and Forensic Science Teacher

Students in the International Business class are using software called “Virtual Business” which is a visual simulation of a distribution business where they learn how to manage and staff a retail store.


The “Computer Essentials” students are learning how to create memos in MS Word and the fundamentals of MS Word.


Accounting classes are working hard learning how to analyze business transactions. Cynthia Latina 

